
USER'S PROBES GUIDE  
 

1. Handling Probes 
 

1.1. Before you begin using the system, inspect all the probes on a daily basis.  Do not use 
the probe with cracks in the housing of the probe or connector, cuts, gouges on or swelling of 
lens material or in the event of signs of damage to the cable. 

 To reduce the risk of patient infection during the study protective covers should be used. In 
the case of a protective cover defect the endocavitary probes must be cleaned and disinfected 
thoroughly. 

1.2. Handle the probes with care. 
Cuts in the probe cable or cracks in the housing of the probe or connector can destroy the 

electrical safety features of the probes. 

 

All probes are exposed to many potentially damaging situations during use and cleaning. 
Periodically check the probe for the following signs of damage:  

− Cracks on the handle; 
− Cracks on the nose piece;  
− Cuts, swellings or gouge on the lens material;  
− Cracks or other signs of damage to the connector; 
− Bent or damaged pins; 
− Signs of damage to or inflexibility of the cable. 
When you are not using the probe, place it in the probe holder located on the sidewall of the 

system to assure safe, convenient storage. 
1.3. For proper transmission of the acoustic contact, use the special ultrasound transmission 

gel. Do not use mineral oil, oil-based couplant or other non-approved material because it might 
damage the probe.  

Never use the following substances to improve acoustic contact: 
1) Mineral oils; 
2) Mineral oil based gels; 
3) Gels containing lotions or any softeners; 
4) Gels containing acetone, methanol, methanol-denatured, iodine. 

 WARNING:  
1. Do not attempt repairing or modifying probe parts! 
Maintenance and repair should only be carried out by the duly authorized 

personnel.  Do not attempt opening the probe or connector.  This could void your 
warranty! 

2. Shaking the bottle with gel for of ultrasound examination, do not damage the 
probe's front surface with the tip of the bottle. When hitting with a hard object probe 
can be damaged. This damage is not covered by the warranty or service contract! 

3. If probe damage was caused by the reasons described above, the warranty is void! 
4. The system and the probes should be checked regularly for signs of damage by 

authorized personnel! 

CAUTION:  
1. All the probes, no matter what their design is, are sensitive to strikes; therefore, 

handle them with care.  Pay attention to any cracks, through which a current-
conducting liquid can enter the probes! 

2. Prevent twisting, kinking, and looping of the probe cables, as well as protect them 
from exposure to mechanical factors, in particular, from getting to under equipment 
wheels or feet! 

3. Damages to the probe or probe cable can affect safe operation of the system; 
therefore, repair them immediately! 



2. Cleaning and Disinfection 
2.1. Cleaning  
 

2.1.1 These general guidelines are intended for external application probes. All probes that 
are not in contact with mucous membranes, blood and injured tissues may be cleaned in 
accordance with the instructions: 

− Remove gel residuals out of the probe after each use; 
− Where required, wipe the probe and cable with a water-moistened gauze pad; 
− Clean the probe by any of the recommended disinfectants; 
− Remove all disinfectants residuals out of the probe with a water-moistened gauze pad. 

Avoid drying of cleaning solutions on the probe's surface; 
−  After cleaning, wipe the probe with a dry clean cloth. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

In cleaning, do not allow water on the probe connector housing. 
Do not wipe the working surface of the probe with hard material, do not use a stiff brush to 

clean the probe, and do not scrape gel residuals with sharp tools. 
 
 

2.2. Disinfection 
 
2.2.1 The probe should be decontaminated after contact of the probe lens surface with the 

affected tissue, mucous membranes, blood. The required level of disinfection of ultrasound 
probes is determined by the type of tissue with which the probe contacted during application. 

Unplug the probe. 
Disinfect the probe with liquid Descoton Forte of "Dr. Schumacher Gmb" (Germany) firm 

or  Descoton Forte of "BM-Farma" firm (Ukraine, Kiev (044) 542-40-97). 
Available probe disinfection with Cidex OPA (used in accordance with the methodological 

guidelines approved by the Ministry of Health of Ukraine). 
For medical devices and their parts, which are not directly in contact with the patient, the 

way of double wiping by a fabric wetted by working solution of Descoton Forte, with an interval 
of 15 minutes and further exposure in accordance with the established exposure (exposure of 60 
min., the concentration of the drug 4%) is allowed. After disinfection medical products are 
washed in running water for 3 minutes.  

2.2.2 To prevent probe damage, follow the immersion depth guidelines for each probe type 
(see Figure 1).  

After disinfection, wipe the probe with a clean gauze pad. 

 CAUTION:  
Do not use isopropyl alcohol on the cable and strain relief/housing joints! 

 CAUTION:  
1. Do not immerse the probe cable or the connector housing in liquid and prevent them 

from soaking!  
2. Never sterilize the probe with sterilization techniques such as gas or heat sterilization 

techniques as an autoclave, ultraviolet radiation, gamma radiation, gas processing, steam or 
heat sterilization, heat. This can cause serious damage to the probe! 

 WARNING:  
Avoid probe contact with concentrated solvents, such as acetone, freon and other 

industrial cleaners.  
• Do not rinse the probe connector housing rubber plug (strain relief).  
• Do not immerse the probe in a disinfectant for more than 1 hour! 
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3. Storing Probes 
3.1 Storage for Transport 

 
3.1.1. Please make sure that the probe is clean and disinfected before placing it in the case. 

This will help to avoid contaminating the foam lining of the carrying case. Wrap the case in 
plastic material containing air pockets (bubble wrap), and pack the wrapped case in a cardboard 
carton. 
 

3.2 Daily and Long-term Storage 
 

3.2.1. Please make sure that the probes are clean and disinfected before storing them. 
Store the probe in one of the system's probe holders.   
Store the probe separately from other instruments to avoid inadvertent probe damage.  
If storing the probe in the case or in drawer, make sure the probe is thoroughly dry. 
Avoid storing the probe in areas of temperature extremes or in direct sunlight. 
 
4. Chemicals that Damage Probes 

 
4.1 Some of these chemicals, such as phenol, benzotoniuma chloride, pHisohex, benzoyl 

peroxide, hydrogen peroxide, are commonly found in clinic or hospital settings; others are found in 
antibacterial skin cleaners or lotions. Use of these chemicals will cause damage to your probe. This 
damage is not covered be the warranty or your service contract. 

 
5. Recommendations for handling endocavitary probes 
 
5.1 Prior to the examination lubricate probe cap with gel and place in a disposable cover 

(condom). 
After the examination, remove the cover (condom) and put it in a special container for 

destroying. 
The surface of the probe after the examination disinfect in accordance with the regulatory 

documents of the Ministry of Health of Ukraine (orders, procedures, etc.)., using a disinfection 
liquid of "Dr. Schumacher Gmb" (Germany) firm or  Descoton Forte of "BM-Farma" firm 
(Ukraine, Kiev (044) 542-40-97), into which the endocavitary probe is put, so that the probe 
cable and cable connector does not got in the liquid. 

Available probe disinfection with Cidex OPA (used in accordance with the methodological 
guidelines approved by the Ministry of Health of Ukraine). 

For medical devices and their parts, which are not directly in contact with the patient, the 
way of double wiping by a fabric wetted by working solution of Descoton Forte, with an interval 
of 15 minutes and further exposure in accordance with the established exposure (exposure of 60 
min., the concentration of the drug 4%) is allowed. After disinfection medical products are 
washed in running water for 3 minutes.  



 

 

 CAUTION:  
1. It is necessary to strictly follow the guidelines of the disinfectants manufacturer. 

When applying the disinfectant make sure that it is allowed to use. Do not use any 
disinfectants, whether or not they are recommended in place of the connection of plug 
housing and the probe cable in accordance with the recommendations of the probe 
manufacturer and other! 

2.  Do not immerse the probe in a disinfectant for more than 1 hour! 


